
 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Scoring Guidelines for 
Short-Answer Question — 
Period 1 

Learning Objective Historical 
Thinking Skill 

Key Concepts in 
the Curriculum 
Framework 

ENV-1: Explain how the 
introduction of new plants, 
animals, and technologies 
altered the natural 
environment of North America 
and affected interactions 
among various groups 
in the colonial period. 

Interpretation 1.1.I and 1.2.I 

Scoring Scale and Guide 
0–3 points 

Score 3
 

Response accomplishes all three tasks set by the question.
 

Score 2
 

Response accomplishes two of the tasks set by the question.
 

Score 1
 

Response accomplishes one of the tasks set by the question.
 

Score 0
 

Response accomplishes none of the tasks set by the question.
 

Scoring Notes 
a. 	 Briefly explain ONE major similarity between Crosby’s and 

West’s historical interpretations. 

Possible similarities of interpretation: 

i Both Crosby and West focus on the positive effects of the 
introduction of new animals. 

i Both Crosby’s and West’s interpretations are particularly 
focused on the effect of new animals from Eurasia on North 
America. 

i Both Crosby and West see the effects as mostly unintentional 
and systemic, coming from the animals themselves, rather 
than as the result of intentional actions by Europeans or 
Native Americans. 

i Both Crosby and West are looking at the long-term effects of 
new animals. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 1 

© 2015 College Board 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

b. 	 Briefly explain ONE major difference between Crosby’s and 
West’s historical interpretations. 

Possible differences of interpretation: 

i Crosby argues the effects of new animals on the success 
of Europeans, whereas West explores the effects of new 
animals on Native Americans. 

i Crosby sees the positive effects of new animals in North 
America mostly as it relates to their ability to propagate 
easily; whereas, West is more focused on how their 
introduction served as a new source of power.  

i Crosby makes no distinction between new animals coming 
from Europe; whereas, West argues that the most important 
animal to be introduced to North America is the horse. 

c. 	 Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1491-1607, not 
explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, could be used to support 
one of these two historians’ interpretations. 

A student may employ a wide variety of evidence drawn from 
the particular content of their AP U.S. History course and 
materials. It is important to note that a student only earns a 
point for part c if they provide evidence and explain how the 
evidence provided might be used to support either Crosby’s or 
West’s interpretation. 

Examples in support of either historian: 

i Both historians are addressing the idea of the Columbian 
Exchange—the larger pattern of biological transformation of 
both Europe and North America. 

Examples in support of Crosby: 

i Animals (beyond the horse which is mentioned by West) 
that Crosby suggests include cattle, swine, oxen, chickens, 
burros, and honeybees. The effect of these animals that 
helped European populations included: 

� The animals succeeded spectacularly in the wilds of 
the Americas, reproducing rapidly and taking over 
agricultural fields. This further weakened Native 
agricultural populations already affected by disease 
making it easier for European colonial powers to take 
advantage of weakened native populations. 

� These animals were used to support the encomienda 
system in Spanish America. 

� European animals were used as power in sugar 
plantations. 

� Honeybees were called “English flies” by native 
populations and the sight of them was seen as an omen 
of the coming of Europeans by native populations. 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

i Benefits of horses to Europeans: 

� Horses speed, agility, and size were a benefit to Cortez in 
the conquest of the Aztecs and Pizarro in the conquest of 
the Incas. 

� Horses give rise to vaquero culture in Spanish America. 

� The Spanish saw the value of horses so much that they 
tried to limit native ownership of horses. 

i The Spanish crown provided land grants that further 
encouraged the spread of animals from Europe throughout 
the Spanish colonies. 

Examples in support of West: 

i The benefits of other animals beyond horses for the native 
populations include: 

� Goats and sheep were particularly adopted for hides and 
meat because they were easy to care for. 

� Because of their prior experience with turkeys, 
indigenous to the Americas, native populations easily 
adopted chickens for meat and eggs. 

i The effect of horses on western native populations 

suggested by West:
 

� The Sioux, Comanche, Nez Perce, and Crow used horses, 
not only to improve their hunting of bison, but also to 
control their neighbors and increase their territorial areas 
of control. 

The Sioux expanded their territory from Minnesota 
west of the Mississippi into the Black Hills. 

The Crow increased their territory from the Missouri 
to the Eastern slope of the Rockies. 

Comanche created an empire stretching from the 

central Great Plains deep into Mexico.
 

The Nez Perce used horses to trade from the Pacific 
coast to what is now North Dakota. 

i Old World technologies that West alludes to that brought 
improvements to North American native populations: 

� Guns, which allowed certain native populations to 
conquer others, including the examples given above. 

� Metal goods were particularly traded for fur. This altered 
the trade networks among the native populations as they 
began to trade European goods and furs with each other 
in order to trade for more European goods. 
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